STEP 1: Identify your decision-making style.

STUDENT HANDOUT

warm-up: what's your decision-making style?

1.

YOUR FRIEND INVITES YOU TO A PARTY. WHAT’S THE FIRST THING YOU ASK?

a. Do you want me to go?
b. I dont ask anything. I'm there!
¢. Who's going to be there? What kind of party is it? What should | bring? How late do you think it will go?

. YOUR FAMILY WINS $5,000 IN THE LOTTERY. HOW WILL YOU DECIDE WHAT TO SPEND IT ON?

a. Let the rest of the family decide. They don't care about your opinion, anyway.

b. Go with your gut and spend all the money on something you think the family needs. They'll thank
you, someday.

c. Have a family meeting where you create a list of everyone’s ideas, and then have a debate. Each
person can present their idea and the reasons behind it, and then you can have a vote. Majority wins.

. YOUR PLANE CRASHES ON A DESERTED ISLAND. DO YOU:

a. Lay back, work on your tan, and wait for the rest of the survivors to decide what to do about food
and water.

b. Run around, screaming and crying for help until another survivor has to calm you down.

c. Gather the rest of the survivors and hold a meeting to assign jobs based on the group’s priorities.

. YOURCARIS A PIECE OF JUNK AND BARELY RUNS. WOULD YOU:

a. Go to the dealership and let the salesman tell you which car you should buy.

b. Wait until it breaks down, and then buy the fanciest car you can afford.

¢. Use the internet to research a large variety of makes and models of cars to determine which is the
most affordable and will best fit your needs.

. YOU'VE BEEN RECEIVING ACCEPTANCE LETTERS FROM YOUR

SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS. DO YOU: T OWT s

a. Putthe letters in a big pile and don’t look at them until half are TP(\/\L' o the gOCXW\(\OS
past their deadline. Oops! Guess you'll have to go to the one £nhoosv one how 00\0\(‘ g\‘ N
school who will still take you. andh YO oAch )«p\s\

b. Immediately accept the offer at the first school that accepted you. WO'A\O\ M&\ m,,\\wﬂ*w q;’t\ﬁ vest
Yay! You got in! W’_VYO 7 \Who makes e,

¢. Wait until you've heard back from all your top choice schools and M_S\.Oﬂ E the \Onor‘\ldm'

. . . deison o
then do some research and figure out which school is offering you
the best educational experience for the least amount of money.
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STUDENT HANDOUT

quiz results
MOSTLY A's: YOLI'Te a passive decision maker,

You tend to let others influence you or decide for you, or you wait so long to make a decision that you often
limit your options.
MosTLY B's: YOU'Te an impulsive decision maker.

You often make a quick choice without reflecting on your options or considering your long-term goals.

mosTLY c's: YOoU're an informed decision maker.

You like to have all the facts before making a serious decision. You conduct research, ask for advice, and
consider your short- and long-term goals, as well as your time and money, before making a final decision.

decision-making styles
We all have our own decision-making styles, which determine how we approach tough choices. In some
situations, one decision-making style might be more appropriate than another.

BIG.IDEA

We make many choices
every day, but during
your senior year, you
will be confronted with

I gotta follow my gut on
this one...
Whatever.

| know exactly
what to do!

If it was meant to
be, it happen. If
not, oh well

serious decisions that
@ '8) will determine whether
or not you meet your
The passive The impulsive .
decision maker decision maker ultimate goals. Chances

ich option has the
least costs? The
maost benefits?

What do | need 10

know about each opportunities to decide
‘i between right now.
What are my AT T The key to making the

options? long-1erm goals?

best choice is following
an informed decision-
making process.

o

The informed
decision maker
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STEP 2: Summarize the steps of the

decision-making process.

decision making for admissions
committees

When you sent your application packet in to your schools and
programs earlier this year, you triggered a complicated decision-
making process. Your schools and programs had to decide:

Whether or not you met their admissions requirements
Whether or not they believed your personal strengths fit
with their community

Whether or not they believed you would persist in their
school or program

Schools and programs do not treat this decision lightly. Instead,
they carefully research your strengths and weaknesses, and then
compare you with the other applicants, in order to prioritize who
they want to accept.

When schools and programs decide what to do, usually after one
or more members of the admissions committee have read your
application and discussed your qualifications, they act on their
decision by admitting or rejecting you.

STEP 3: Identify your postsecondary options.

decisions, decisions

Schools make their decisions by April 1st. Depending on the
admissions decisions you receive, you will likely have a big
choice to make: Which school will be the best for you in the
short- and long-term?

If you were accepted, your options include:
Accepting an offer of admission — sending your intent to
enroll and your deposit. You may only accept one school or
program’s offer.
Declining an offer of admission — sending your regrets.
You will need to decline offers at all the schools and
programs you don't pick.
Deferring admission — accepting an offer of admission,
but putting off enrolling and registering for up to a year.

If you are wait-listed, your options include:
Accepting your spot on the waitlist — Follow the
instructions given to claim your spot on the waitlist.
Then, wait.
Moving on — Decide to go with another school or program.

STUDENT HANDOUT

Steps to making an
Informed decision

Identify your options
Research ;
your options and Je
arn all that
about the pros ang cons, You can

Com [
- -p'are Your options to see which is the best fit
Ioritize your options, from pes to worst |

Decide on your #1 choice.
Acton your decision,
Reflect on the results o

fyour decis; :
do the right thing? your decision. Did yoy

T
Lo ol e AL i e
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STUDENT HANDOUT

my admissions status

Record the decisions you've received here.

N

ACTION NEEDED: Choose one.

Accepted ©

Waitlisted ©®

ACTION NEEDED: Choose one.

Rejected ®

ACTION NEEDED: None, unless you want to “appeal.”
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STEP 4: Generate a list of questions you still have about

STUDENT HANDOUT

each school or program which accepted or waitlisted you.

making the right decision

Deciding which school or program to attend might seem like an easy
choice, especially if you only have one or two acceptances. But although
it might be tempting to make a “gut call,” it's important to follow the
decision-making process to ensure you're doing the right thing for both
your short-term goals and your ultimate goals.

The first step in making a good decision is figuring out what information you
will need in order to inform your decision. What do you need to know about
each school or program before you really know whether it’s right for you?

‘ What | Know and Want to Know About My Schools

and Programs

If money and financial aid are
most important to you,
you might ask. ...

A How much financial aid will 1 get?

3 How much deot will 1 have atthe end of fowr )(mfs?
[ what will my eaming potential be after godwation?
. OTHER-:

If lifestyle and social
activities are most important to

2 what is the campus ifestyle fike?
S will 1 fitin nmon%‘l‘hﬁ students there? \Nhy or why not?

you, you might ask.. .. (d what clubos or or%nnilm‘hons mi%h‘l‘ I join?
OTHER-:
If academics are most J what m%o*l‘ho convses like?

important, you might ask .. .

0 what majors and programs do ‘I’hfyy have?
(J How chn[lfyn%in% is 7
OTHER.:

If support services are most
important, you mightask . ...

a vvhwl*su&quugm*l& avethere for time managemerrt wﬂﬁi& vecoludtion, self-care, and students |
with special needs?
OTHER-:

If relationships are most
important, you might ask . ...

0 wil my ﬁmily and friends snpport my decision?

O will 1 be able o visit my ﬁnmil\// and friends often enoigh?

a are any of:my friends panringto atfend this school or progown?
OTHER:

If your future career is most
important, you might ask . ...

3 what percentage of %mdm‘i’bs of this school or program get a job in their field after
%mo{M‘hon?

Q15 there a career services office or job placement program o help %\mo{Mﬁ’m?

O How does the prestige ofthis school or program compare o my other schools and

programs? Is it well rﬁ%mrdwl and respected by Wloyf)fs in my field?

oTHER:

OTHER: Size, Location,
Diversity, etc.

oTHER:
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STEP 5: Use online sources to research and
STUDENT HANDOUT

compare your options.

understanding your postsecondary options

Use online sources, including the website for the colleges on your College List to find answers to your research
questions. Use those same sources to compare the financial information for each school. If you need a source,

try the College Board Big Futures site.

COLLEGE CAREER CONNECTION

Hiring committees at companies often make the same kind

S1€PS to making an

of decisions as admissions committees. They evaluate and lnformed de . o
compare applicants and make job offers to their top choices.  Identify your op C|S|On
. . 1ons.

See Lesson 21 for tips on how to decide whether to accept, Research your Op‘(,‘On:S d,
and learn all that yoy can

about the Pros and cons,

Com [

. 'F)are Your options to see which is the best fit
lorltfze your options, from best to worst |

Decide on your #1 choice, |

Acton your decision,

negotiate, or decline a job offer.
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STUDENT HANDOUT

‘-’ Comparing My Financial Aid Award Packages

Total $ in grants Total
- Cost of - and scholarships - Total $ in loans - “personal contribution”
‘Schoolname:  attendance: ~ offered: - offered: . expected:

If a school or program rejected you, don't take it personally. Every year, colleges get hundreds
of applications from diverse applicants. A rejection doesn’t mean you aren't good enough; it
simply means that the college doesn’t have space or money for you at this time. If you really
have your heart set on a school or program and were rejected, you still have a chance. You can
always apply again next year, or transfer after spending your freshman year at your second
choice school. As a matter of fact, transfer admissions are often easier and less competitive than
freshman admissions. A final option is to appeal the admissions decision. This is a smart move if
anything has changed for you since you submitted your application — if your grades have gone
up or if you've won an award or honor.
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STUDENT HANDOUT

your research

Use online information sources to answer each question you have about your
schools, and list these on the charts on the following pages. Note that you
might need to use different sources of information for each school or each
question, depending on what information is available.

School Name:
Admissions Status (check one): Accepted Wait-listed

Qft:
A:

Source:
Q2:

Source:

Q3:
A:

Source:

School Name:
Admissions Status (check one): Accepted Wait-listed

Qft:
A:

Source:
Q2:

Source:

Q3:
A:

Source:
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STUDENT HANDOUT

making it real!

Look to these sources for more information about schools and programs:

- Financial Aid Award Letters

- Freshman year course selection or syllabi from classes

- Campus tours

- School websites and homepages

- Other websites, such as ratemyprofessor.com, Wikipedia, Facebook, Yelp, etc.
- Books and guides available at the bookstore or in your school library

- Interviews with alumni or current students

- Personal conversations with family and friends

- Seeking advice from trusted advisors (teachers, references, etc.)

understanding your options: knowing the facts

This week, you began the decision-making process by identifying your options and researching your options
to understand the pros and cons of each. Next week, you will examine your research in order to compare,
prioritize, and decide which school or program is right for you. After a “gut check,” you'll act on that decision.

1. Right now, what is your gut telling you to do? What do you think, in your heart, is the right
choice to make?

2. Do you think that the decision-making process will prove your heart right or wrong? Why?

LESSON 26: UNDERSTANDING YOUR OPTIONS
Property of PeerForward/© 2024 PeerForward, All Rights Reserved.



	Source: 
	Source_3: 
	Select: [C]
	Text278: 
	Text279: 
	Text280: 
	Text289: 
	Text290: 
	Check Box291: Off
	Check Box292: Off
	Text293: 
	Text294: 
	Source_2: 
	Check Box295: Off
	Check Box296: Off
	Source_4: 
	Text297: 
	Text298: 


